Meeting Needs of Motorists with Innovation Since 1917

epartment of Motor Vehicles facilities are

conveniently located throughout the state.

Upon moving to Connecticut, you have a
period of 30 days in which to obtain a Connecticut
driver’s license, and 60 days in which to obtain your

Connecticut vehicle registration.

Obtaining a Driver’s License

You do not have to schedule an appointment if you
are currently holding a valid, out-of-state license.
(This does not apply to new residents from foreign
countries or 16 and 17 old licensed drivers. Please
call 1-800-842-8222 for more information.) Go to
your nearest DMV branch office with your current out-
of-state license which must be surrendered, certified
birth certificate or passport and proof of your Con-
necticut resident address such as a postmarked
letter, utility bill or mortgage/lease document.

If your out-of-state license has expired for more
than 60 days, you must schedule an appointment to
take the knowledge test, road test and eye test.

Social Security Act[42 U.S.C. 666(a) (13)], re-
quires that the Social Security Number of any
applicant for a driver’s license be recorded on the
application.

If Your Out-Of-State License Is Lost

If you lost your out-of-state license, you must
obtain a letter of verification from that state indicating
that you have a current valid license in that state. You
do not have to schedule an appointment. Go to your
nearest DMV branch office with your letter of verifica-
tion and two forms of identification. One form of
identification must be a certified copy of your birth
certificate or a valid U.S. passport. (See list of
acceptable identification.) In addition, you must
provide proof of your Connecticut resident address
such as a postmarked letter, utility bill or mortgage/
lease documents.

License Fee Information

The fee for the driver’s license exam is $40. This
fee is charged whether or not the test is waived. The
fee for your initial license can vary from $49.25 to
$61.25 and the expiration date can range from 5 1/2
to 7 years, depending on your date of birth. Pay-
ments must be made in cash or check, (two checks
will be required). Examination and license fees for
Commercial Driver’s Licenses (CDL) vary. Please
contact the DMV for additional information.

Acceptable List of Identification
Documents must be original or certified copy, valid

and unexpired unless otherwise noted. Photocopies

are NOT acceptable.

* Military ID or Discharge/Separation Papers

« Certified Adoption Papers

* Valid US/US Territory or Canadian Photo

License

* Valid Out of State or Canadian Learner’s Permit
with Photo

+ Connecticut Non-Driver ID issued 10/01 or later

+ Connecticut Pistol Permit with Photo

+ Naturalization Certificate

+ Valid Foreign Passport with Supporting
Documents as required by I.N.S.

« Parent/Guardian Affidavit (for minors only)

+ Baptismal Certificate or similiar document

* Marriage License

* Foreign Birth Certificate (translation may be
required)

» Permanent Resident Alien Card (I-551)

* Pilots License

* Expired Drivers License

« State of Connecticut Issued (DSS) Public
Assistance Card with Photo

» Employee ID from State or Federal Government
with Signature and Photo

+ Social Security Card with Signature

* Certified School Records

* Court Order

+ Divorce Decree

* Expired Passport

* Prison Release Document

+ Expired US/US Territory or Canadian Photo
License

Notice to All Non-US Citizens Applying

for a Connecticut Operators License

« If you are not a citizen of the United States you
will be required to show proof of your legal
status in this country.

* Holders of B1/B2 Visitors Visa’s are not eligible
for a Connecticut operator’s license.

* Foreign Students with an F1 Visa status must
show Immigration and Naturalization Service
(I.N.S.) form 1-20 and verification of current
enroliment in a Connecticut school.

+ All applicants will be verified through |.N.S. for
legal status before the test will be issued.

« If you are a permanent Resident Alien you must
bring your I-551 Resident Alien Card.

+ J1 Visa holders are required to show INS
document |AP-66.

How to Register Your Vehicle

Before a Connecticut registration can be issued
on a (25 or less model year old) passenger vehicle
or light-weight truck 10,000 Ibs. or less gross vehicle
weight rating (GVWR), the vehicle must pass an
emissions test and vehicle identification number
(VIN) verification. These can be done at any of the
nearly 300 garages and dealerships statewide
participating in the emissions testing program. For
more information and to find a official emissions
testing station closest to you, call the emissions
hotline at 888-828-8399 or visit the website at
ctemissions.com. The cost of the test is $20 and can
be paid using any form of payment accepted at the
testing station.

If your vehicle is four model years old or less, it is
exempt from current emissions testing. There is a
$40 fee payable at the time of registration for this
exemption. In addition, all exempt vehicles must
obtain a VIN verification at a full service DMV Branch
Office.

Commercial vehicles over 18,000 Ibs. GVWR and
commercial trailers over 10,000 Ibs. GVWR must
have a passed copy of the Record of Annual Inspec-
tion, dated within 30 days of the application for
registration, accompanied by the Inspector Qualifica-
tion form, inspected by a Connecticut licensed
dealer or be inspected by DMV.

To obtain a Connecticut registration at a DMV
Branch Office, you must present:

(1) Proof of Connecticut automobile insurance.

(2) The current title and registration certificate from
the other state. (If the Title is unavailable, call the
DMV Phone Center for further information.)

(3) An Application for Registration of a Motor Vehicle
and Certificate of Title (form H-13) obtained at any
DMV Branch office.

(4) Proof of Connecticut emissions compliance
(Vehicle Emissions Report).

(5) Proof of a passed safety inspection, may be
required for certain specialty type vehicles.

The registration application (form H-13) must be
signed by all owners of the vehicle.



After the vehicle is registered, you will be given a
registration certificate, a set of registration plates
and a sticker for one plate.

The registration plates must be affixed to the front
and rear of the vehicle in the designated places. The
sticker showing the year and month of expiration
must be placed on the upper right hand corner of the
rear plate.

Your registration certificate and Connecticut
insurance ID card must accompany the vehicle
whenever it is operated.

NOTE: If your out-of-state vehicle is leased, you must
also present a power of attorney and the leasing
company must have a leasing license on file with the
DMV. For further information, please call 860-263-
5049.

Registration Fee Information for
Passenger Vehicles

Passenger registrations are issued for a full two-
year period from the date of registration. The fee is
$75. Additional fees include: $5 safety plate fee, $25
title application fee (plus $10 for each recorded lien),
$10 administrative fee for a safety inspection or VIN
verification plus $10 clean air act fee. Contact your
nearest branch office for specialty vehicle fees and
insurance requirements. Registrations are renewed
for two years by direct mail. Refunds are available for
most registrations that have one full year remaining
when plates and registration are returned and
cancelled.

Connecticut Sales and Use Tax

DMV collects sales and use taxes on motor
vehicles at the time of registration in accordance with
guidelines set by the Department of Revenue
Services. All transactions are subject to review by the
Department of Revenue Services. Vehicles pur-
chased while residing outside of Connecticut and
registered out-of-state for at least 30 days prior to
moving to Connecticut may qualify for sales and use
tax exemption. The Connecticut sales and use tax is
currently six percent.

To apply for exemption of sales and use tax, a new
Connecticut resident must complete section #6 “if
tax exemption is claimed” on form H-13 (Application
for Registration of a Motor Vehicle and Certificate of
Title). Read the back of form H-13 for exemption
information. Code “4” is applicable to new residents
with a vehicle previously registered in another state
for at least 30 days.

Municipal Property Tax

DMV will furnish your municipality with a list of
vehicles registered in the state. A local property tax is
then assessed each year on all vehicles registered
in your name and a bill is sent to you by your local tax
assessor. You are responsible for notifying the DMV
within 48 hours if you move to a different address.

DMV Branch Office Locations

Bridgeport 95 Sylvan Avenue
Danbury 2 Lee Mac Avenue
Enfield 4 Pearson Way
Hamden 1985 State Street

New Britain 85 North Mountain Road
Norwalk 540 Main Avenue
Norwich 173 Salem Turnpike
Old Saybrook 7 Custom Drive
Waterbury 2210 Thomaston Avenue
Wethersfield 60 State Street

Winsted* 151 Torrington Road

DMV Branch Office Hours
Branch offices are closed on Monday
Tues., Wed. and Fri. 8a.m.t04:30 p.m.

Thursday 8am.to7 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.to 12:30 p.m.
*Winsted office hours are:

Tuesday 8 a.m.t04:30 p.m.
Thursday 8am.to7 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

To find out more information, please contact our
Phone Center at:

263-5700 within the Hartford area
1-800-842-8222 outside this area

or
Visit us on the web at:
http://dmvct.org
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